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The Road Home: Scott Hahn 
Reflects on the Second 
Sunday of Advent 

Today's Psalm paints a dream-like scene - a 
road filled with liberated captives heading home 
to Zion (Jerusalem), mouths filled with laughter, 
tongues rejoicing. 
It's a glorious picture from Israel's past, a "new 
exodus," the deliverance from exile in Babylon. 
It's being recalled in a moment of obvious 
uncertainty and anxiety. But the psalmist isn't 
waxing nostalgic. 
Remembering "the Lord has done great things" 
in the past, he is making an act of faith and 
hope - that God will come to Israel in its present 
need, that He'll do even greater things in the 
future. 
This is what the Advent readings are all about: 
We recall God's saving deeds - in the history of 
Israel and in the coming of Jesus. Our 
remembrance is meant to stir our faith, to fill us 
with confidence that, as today's Epistle puts it, 
"the One who began a good work in [us] will 
continue to complete it" until He comes again in 
glory. 
Each of us, the Liturgy teaches, is like Israel in 
her exile - led into captivity by our sinfulness, in 
need of restoration, conversion by the Word of 
the Holy One (seeBaruch 5:5). The lessons of 
salvation history should teach us that, as God 
again and again delivered Israel, in His mercy 
He will free us from our attachments to sin, if 
we turn to Him in repentance. 
That's the message of John, introduced in 
today's Gospel as the last of the great prophets 
(compare Jeremiah 1:1-4,11). But John is 
greater than the prophets (seeLuke 7:27). He's 
preparing the way, not only for a new 
redemption of Israel, but for the salvation of "all 
flesh" (see also Acts 28:28). 
John quotes Isaiah (40:3) to tell us he's come 
to build a road home for us, a way out of the 
wilderness of sin and alienation from God. It's a 
road we'll follow Jesus down, a journey we'll 
make, as today's First Reading puts it, 
"rejoicing that [we're] remembered by God." 
 

Sunday Bible Reflections 

Please Pray for Parishioners and 
Friends who are sick and recovering: 

Annice McCuller, Emma Busse, Mary Alice 
Enright, Laurel Battles, Alta Jones,  Eadie V. 
Roland, Ronald Bradford, Luz Aviles, Hoa Tran, 
Celeste Ward, Pauline Bradford, Teletha 
Benjamin, Edwina Gonzales, Wilbert Hardy, Mary 
Harvey, Brian & Patty Quenton, Ignatius Evers, 
Dolores Peters, Lylia, Brenda Bronson, Maurice 
Phillips, Mizose Cyprien. 

 

 Readings for the Week 
Mon IS 35:1-10 * PS 85:9AB-14 * LK 5:17-26 
Tue GN 3:9-15, 20 * PS 98:1-4 * EPH 1:3-12 * LK 1:26-38 
Wed IS 40:25-31 * PS 103:1-10 * MT 11:28-30 
Thu IS 41:13-20 * PS 145:1, 9-13AB * MT 11:11-15 
Fri IS 48:17-19 * PS 1:1-6 * MT 11:16-19 
Sat ZEC 2:14-17 * JUDITH 13:18-19 * LK 1:26-38 
Sun ZEP 3:14-18A * IS 12:2-6 * PHIL 4:4-7 * LK 3:10-18 
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Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy 
The critically acclaimed drama starring Maria 
Vargo.  Wednesday, December 16th at 7:30PM at 
Ambridge Events Center, Portland OR.  
Introduction by Archbishop Alexander Sample.  
Space is limited!  RSVP to 
faustinadrama@aol.com or 503-737-8957. 
Registration closes December 9th. 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dec. 12 
MLK Jr. Worker Center 240 NE MLK Jr. Boulevard 
Portland.  8 AM: Procession & Las Ma–anitas, 9 
AM: Mass, 10 AM: Breakfast & Music. 

 

 
Advent with El Shaddai 

Please sign-up to attend Advent prayer with El Shaddai 
Throughout the Advent Season (Nov 29 Ð Dec 20) 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
!

!!

This Week at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Sunday, December 6 
Legion of Mary 9 AM Ð 10:30 AM Parish Hall 

Mass (English) 11 AM Church 

Vietnamese Youth 
Group 

1:30 PM Ð 3 PM Church 

Vietnamese CCD 3 PM Parish Hall 

Mass (Vietnamese) 5 PM Church 

Tuesday, December 8 – Holy Day of Obligation 

Morning Mass  8 AM Rectory 

Evening Mass 7 PM Church 

Wednesday, December 9 

Morning Mass 8 AM Rectory 

Thursday, December 10 

Morning Mass 8 AM Rectory 

NAA Meeting 8 PM Ð 10 PM Parish Hall 

Friday, December 11 

Morning Mass 8 AM Rectory 

Saturday, December 12 

El Shaddai 1 PM Ð 4:30 PM Parish Hall 

Mass (English) 5 PM Church 

NAA Meeting 8 PM Ð 10 PM Parish Hall 
 

 
 

L'Arche Portland's 26th Annual Christmas Tree 
Benefit Sale: November 22nd - Dec. 20th  

Two locations in Eastside Portland: Grocery Outlet 
Lot, NE Hancock & 44th in Hollywood and 
Hong Phat Lot, SE 82nd & Burnside.  Every 
purchase supports the efforts of LÕArche Portland 
to create home and build community as individuals 
with and without intellectual disabilities.  We need 
volunteers! Please help out at one of our two lots 
to give back during this season of hope and light in 
the darkness. To volunteer, or for more 
information, visit our website: www.larche-
portland.org or contact us at 503.251-
6901 | christmas-trees@larche-portland.org. 

 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION – Tues. Dec 8 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception  

 

Mass will be celebrated at 
Immaculate Heart at 8AM in 
the Rectory and 7PM in the 
Church. 

 
 

The Grotto’s 28th Christmas Festival of Lights 
Nov 27 Ð Dec 30 (closed Dec 25), 5PM Ð 9:30PM.  
Entertainment for all ages, including musical 
performances, The Grotto Carolers, a petting zoo, 
puppet shows, seasonal treats, and lights.  Festival 
Hotline: 503-261-2400.  

 
 

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal 
2015 Immaculate Heart 

Households: 219, * Donors: 30 * Participation: 
14% Avg/Donor: $137.23 * Gifts: 41 * Avg/Gifts: 

$100.41 Total Given: $4,117.00 * Goal: $9,228.09 
* Over(Under): ($5,111.09) * %Goal: 45% 

Please give to the Archbishop’s Appeal if you 
have not already done so this year.  Thank you! 

 
 

Human Trafficking Silent Prayer Vigil 
Sunday December 6: Human Trafficking Silent 
Prayer Vigil. 1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. at St. Andre 
Bessette Catholic Church, 601 West Burnside 
Street, Portland. Join together to pray for victims of 
and an end to human trafficking.  For more details 
email info@saintandrechurch.org 

	  

REGISTRATION FORM 
The following confidential information will be 

entered in our parish data system.  It is only for 
the purpose of knowing and serving you better. 

 
Names(s):_______________________________ 

 
Address:________________________________ 

 
City:_________________________Zip:________ 

 
Phone:__________________________________ 

 
E-mail:__________________________________ 

 
Others in your household:___________________ 

 
_______________________________________ 

 
Number of children under 18 years of age: _____ 


