
 

 

March 15, 2022   
 
Dear Fellow Immaculate Heart of Mary Parishioners and Friends: 
 
We need to repair the stairs and ramps to the church and rectory buildings.  The stairs and ramps were 
replaced almost twenty-five years ago and the constant use and weather have taken their toll on the 
surfaces.  The structures below the surfaces appear to be in good shape and hopefully will need only minor 
repairs and modifications to accommodate the needed repairs. 
 
We have received proposals from several contractors and have decided that the proposal from Schommer 
& Sons best meets our needs.   Please see the attached proposal dated December 14, 2021.  Their proposal 
of approximately $68,000 will replace the stair and ramp surfaces for both the church and the rectory.  
The new surface material will be Trex decking which will not rot or deteriorate like the painted wood 
surfaces currently in place.  Because there may be unforeseen conditions that need to be addressed, we 
are adding a 10% contingency - $7000 - to the $68,000 proposal making a total project cost of 
approximately $75,000.  Hopefully, we will not need to use this contingency, but it is good to be prepared 
just in case. 
 
In addition, security around the church property has become a real issue over the past several years.  We 
have installed a security fence but additional measures are needed.  The parish currently has an outdated 
security camera system.  This system needs to be replaced with a more modern system.  We have decided 
to go with Lan Tel Services who has proposed to do the upgrades for $15,589.00.  With contingency we 
need to raise $17,000.00  
 
Therefore, we will be fundraising for both of these upgrades for a total fundraising goal of $93,000.00 
 
We are a small church with very limited income so it is clear that this project will have a big impact on our 
budget for several years to come.   
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church has served the surrounding neighborhood for over 130 years.  
Old St. Mary’s Parish was founded in 1887 in what was then the city of Albina, Oregon.  The current church 
building was constructed in 1890.  The church building itself, designated as a historic structure by the City 
of Portland, is a fine example of Victorian Gothic Revival Architecture reminiscent of European Gothic 
cathedrals.   
 
The Immaculate Heart parish community has grown and changed as the demographics of the surrounding 
community has grown and changed.  Today the parish is truly a multi-cultural parish and serves a 
community with members from Europe, Asia, Africa as well as African-American, Asian-American, and 
European Americans. 
 
We are asking our community and friends to help us fund the needed stair and ramp upgrades by donating 
whatever amount you can.  Tax-deductible donations can be made payable to Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church Stair & Ramp Repair Fund at 2926 North Williams Avenue, Portland, OR 97227. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
   
Fr. Paulinas Mangesho, Pastor                       Francis McBride, Parishioner 

 


